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The President’s Message

“We have continued our
inventories on the site of the
Bamboo Lemur Programme and
so have been able to confirm the
presence of 4 other species of
lemur. We now know that the site
has at least 5 species in addition to
the Greater Bamboo Lemur.
The early stages of the inventory of
the birds, reptiles and amphibians
indicates great wealth of fauna on
the site of the programme.”
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The Presence of New Species

continued and we have also

However, problems do persist:

of Lemurs is Confirmed

started to identify the individuals

bad irrigation of the crops,

2017 was an intense year!

in Group II which will allow us to

presence of dogs on the territory

understand better how these

of the greater bamboo lemurs, the

We have completed the

large groups containing nearly

lemurs “raiding” cultivated fields,

exploratory phase of our zone of

sixty individuals operate.

conflicts with certain owners of

action, which has allowed us to
circumscribe its limits.

lands neighbouring the VOI which
We have also begun the

take in some of the territory of

habituation of a group of gentle

certain of our groups, etc…

We have also continued our

bamboo lemurs and reinforced

inventories on the site of the

the tracking of the groups of red-

So many challenges to be met,

Bamboo Lemur Programme and

bellied lemurs.

with your support, in 2018.

so have been able to confirm the
presence of 4 other species of

The creation of a second VOI

lemurs. We now know that there

covering the territory of 3 groups

are at least 5 species in addition

of Greater Bamboo Lemurs at

to the greater bamboo lemur

Sahofika is almost finished.

present on the site. The early
stages of the inventory of the

We are continuing to support

birds, reptiles and amphibians

the 5 schools in the programme.

indicates that we can predict great

Amongst other things, we have

wealth of fauna on the site of the

inaugurated the new building

programme.

of the school of Ambodimanga,

Delphine Roullet

borne the expense of the
The team of guides has been

indemnities of new teachers and

reinforced and we have built new

built several latrines.

infrastructure while improving old
constructions. We also hosted our

We are in the process of finalising

first eco-volunteer during October,

our education programme which

an important step in the launch of

should start in 2018.

the ecotourism project.
Lastly, new projects have been
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Supervision of the group of

initiated such as a working with

greater bamboo lemurs has

longoza.

©F-G Grandin, F. Perroux
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Key Dates

2017 |

Helpsimus identifies 4 new species of lemurs on its study site
The site of the programme hosts at least 5 other species in addition to
greater bamboo lemurs.

2016 |

Helpsimus coordinates the creation of the 1st of 3 VOI planned in the
area of the Bamboo Lemur Programme
The Miaradia VOI covers the territory of six of the twelve groups of greater
bamboo lemurs.

2015 |

Helpsimus organises the 3rd International Technical Workshop on the
Greater Bamboo Lemur
On this occasion, numbers of the species are re-assessed at 1000 individuals
in the wild, ¼ of which are protected by Helpsimus!

2012 |

Greater bamboo lemur removed from the world’s 25 Most Endangered
Primates
This year also marks the start of the scientific monitoring of the groups.

2010 |

Funding of the “Bamboo Lemur” programme starts
The identification of the various groups of greater bamboo lemurs is begun
as well as recording of births.

2009 |

Foundation of French Association for the Protection of the Greater
Bamboo Lemur, called “Helpsimus”
Partners are sought to finance the first activities in the field.

2008 |

The (future) president meets the local stakeholders involved in
conserving the greater bamboo lemur in Madagascar.
They inform her of the critical situation of the species and ask for her help in
preventing the disappearance of the greater bamboo lemur.
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THE GREATER BAMBOO LEMUR

THE BAMBOO LEMUR
PROGRAMME

2017
ANNUAL REPORT

Location

Distribution
Humid forests of eastern Madagascar.
Global population in the wild
A little over 1000 individuals.
Diet
Folivorous (bamboo).

390km south-east of
Antananarivo, 4km from
Ranomafana National Park,
in the rural township of
Tsaratanana in the province of
Fianarantsoa.
The conservation activities are
concentrated on the land of
6 “fokontany” (= the smallest
administrative subdivision
in Madagascar that includes
several villages): Vohitrarivo,
Sahofika, Ambodimanga,
Ambodigoavy, and Ambohipo.

Social system
Fission/fusion (but little existing data).

The “Bamboo Lemur” Programme is tripartite. It brings together local Malagasy stakeholders (villagers, Ranomafana National Park
officials) and Helpsimus who define together the list of priority actions.

IUCN1 status
Critically endangered.

1

International Union for Conservation of Nature

National Park of Ranomafana

Bamboo forests in which the lemurs live and located on
the agricultural land of several villages

HELPSIMUS supports the in situ conservation of
the greater bamboo lemur through projects that
integrate local communities.

Nearly 400 greater bamboo lemurs are today
protected thanks to activities organized by the
association.

Its work in the terrain allows the employment of
several dozens of people in Madagascar and has
a direct impact on the improvement of education
in the areas in which the projects being supported
are active.

HELPSIMUS also runs awareness programs for
the protection of this species in Madagascar and
in Europe.

8

Paddy fields
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THE FOKONTANY
The Bamboo Lemur Programme now works with 5 fokontany. This is the smallest administrative subdivision
in Madagascar that generally groups together several villages. We also work with the Municipality of
Tsaratanana, which covers these 5 fokontany.

Fokontany of Vohitrarivo
The main Bamboo Lemur project camp is about
20 minutes’ walk from the village. This is the
territory of Groups I, I’, II, II’ and III.

Fokontany of Ambodigoavy

Territory of Group IV.

10
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Farmers who grow essentially rice, sugar cane, potatoes, manioc, coffee and beans. Extremely poor
and entirely dependent on their land, on which the greater bamboo lemurs live. Villagers use bamboo
routinely as material for construction.

Fokontany of Sahofika
This is the most isolated village. We have
established our secondary camp there.
It is also the territory of Groups V, VI and VII. .

Territory of Groups VIII and IX.

Fokontany of Ambodimanga

THE VILLAGERS

2017

Fokontany of Ambohipo
Territory of Group II.

©F-G. Grandin, S. Meys, F. Perroux

©F-G. Grandin, F. Perroux
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THE LEMURS
In December 2017, the site of
the Bamboo Lemur Programme
hosted a population of 352
greater bamboo lemurs
distributed in 11 groups.

GROUP

The aim of our “Bamboo Lemur
Programme” is to find a balance
between the needs of humans
and those of the lemurs, so the
local communities and wild
fauna can cohabit harmoniously.

NUMBER

GROUP I

1 group of 51 (of which 8 babies)

GROUP I’

1 group of 20 (of which 3 babies)

GROUP II

1 group of 56 (of which 13 babies)

GROUP II’

1 group of 17 (of which 2 babies)

GROUP III

29 (of which 5 babies)

GROUP IV

28 (of which 2 babies)

GROUP V

46 (of which 5 babies)

GROUP VI

26 (of which 6 babies)

GROUP VII

38 (of which 5 babies)

GROUP VIII

20 (of which 3 babies)

GROUP IX

21 (of which 3 babies)

TOTAL

352 (of which 55 babies)

12

HELPSIMUS
Helpsimus is located close to the
National Park of Ranomafana but
in an unprotected zone, located
at the heart of the agricultural
land of several villages where
the largest population in the
wild of greater bamboo lemurs
lives (close to 400 specimens of a
global total of a little over 1,000
individuals).

55 births were recorded
(compared to 57 in 2015 and 53 in
2016).

2017

To achieve this aim, we are
developing a strategy consisting
of:
1. Protecting the lemurs’ habitat
(by the creation of the VOI
especially);
2. Giving the local communities
sufficient resources to
protect the lemurs’ habitat.
This consists of improving
the standard of living of
the local populations by
supporting actions that make
the products of their harvests
secure and increasing
the yield by developing
new Revenue Generating
Activities.

ANNUAL REPORT

forests on which they feed
almost exclusively and is
exceedingly badly damaged
by “tavy” (slash-and-burn
cultivating). We are therefore
implementing a certain number
of conservation activities in order
to ensure the long term survival
of this species.
These are based around three
main components:
- Environmental component
We identify the priority
conservation areas on the site
of the programme, by improving
knowledge about the ecoethology of the species and
by working on resolving the
conflicts between the lemurs and
humans;

the products of their harvest safe
and improve yield, develop new
Revenue Generating Activities,
build infrastructure and means
of communication, implement
better hygiene practices to
encourage better health among
the communities.
- Education component
We develop activities to
improve awareness among local
communities and we facilitate
access to education for the
children from villages located
in the fokontany involved in the
project.

- Socio-Economic component
We increase the standard of
living of the local populations by
implementing actions that make

The greater bamboo lemurs’
habitat is comprised of bamboo
©D. Roullet, S. Meys

©N. Randrianarijaona
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMPONENT
Monitoring the Greater Bamboo
Lemurs
24 guides are currently paid by the
Bamboo Lemur Programme: 10
guides from Vohitrarivo,
Vohimarina & Ambohipo to track
Groups I, I’, II, II’ and III, 2 guides
from Ambodimanga to track
Group IV, 8 guides from Sahofika
dedicated to tracking Groups
V, VI and VII (as well as the redbellied lemurs) and 4 guides from
Volotora to track Groups VIII and
IX.
With births, the number in group
II has gone over 70 individuals. A
sub-group of about 15 individuals
has separated from the main
group to form Group II’.
Groups X and XI, followed by 2
guides and for which we hoped
to recruit, are evolving on private
land to which the owners have
forbidden access. Despite threats,
our guides have continued
their work, but it became more
and more difficult to locate the
animals, probably chased from
their territory by the owners or
the guards. For the safety of our
guides, and given the results of
the final outings, we have decided
to suspend the tracking of these
two groups for now.
In total, 11 groups of greater
bamboo lemurs are being

14

monitored by our guides whose
main duties are:
• locating and recording the
animals (regular updating of
the inventories),
• determining the groups’
territories (using GPS),
• reporting threats (presence of
dogs or traps) and raids by the
lemurs on cultivation,
• accompanying the scientific
teams and the eco-volunteers
who are occasionally present
onsite.

During the breeding season,
Maryline was able to observe
interesting behaviours, especially
high competition between the
adult males to have access to
the females in oestrus. Her
identification work will also
be used for a study on the
reproduction of the greater
bamboo lemurs planned for 2018.

Maryline André, a former animal
careworker in a zoological park,
completed two volunteer missions
in the spring and autumn of 2017.
Her role: to identify the adult
individuals of Group II using a
method she has developed and to
implement identification records.

In addition, 4 new species of
lemurs have been identified on
the programme site: the Avahi
peyrierasi, a gentle bamboo
lemur (probably the gentle
bamboo lemur of Ranomafana), a
Microcebus, and a Cheirogaleus
(species to be confirmed), which
brings the number of lemur
species in addition to the greater
bamboo lemur to 5 on the site of
our programme!

It is in fact essential to identify the
greater bamboo lemurs in order
to achieve a better understanding
of the dynamic of the groups, and
in particular the reproduction and
migration of individuals.

We knew that gentle lemurs were
present but we had never been
able to photograph them. This
has now been done! About ten
groups have been recorded
totalling over fifty individuals.
©D. Roullet

VOLET ENVIRONNEMENTAL

Another volunteer, Julia Hegedus,
with our guides, began the
habituation of one of these groups
(comprising 4 individuals) which
shares its territory with Group II.
The aim is for them to become
accustomed to the presence of
observers and to start to monitor
this species.

2017
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Group V. In fact we want to set up
daily tracking of the two species
in this fragment of forest in order
to habituate more them to the
presence of observers for the
ecotourism project and the study
of cohabitation between the 2
species that will begin in 2018.

Although delicate, the operation
went well and the female was
released rapidly.

The Fight against Snares
A female from Group I observed
with a snare around her neck was
captured by our team, so as to
free her from the garrotte which
had sunk deeply into her flesh.

The Dog Problem
The villagers are used to travelling
between home and their fields
with their dogs. But while they
are working their land, the dogs
are free to go wherever they want
and very often they cross the path
of the greater bamboo lemurs
(whose territory is adjacent to
the agricultural land) and they
are regularly the cause of the
dispersion of the lemurs, who
are terrified of them, especially
Groups I, I’, II, II’ and III.

Finally, 4 groups of red-bellied
lemurs have been identified, 3
of which share territories of the
greater bamboo lemurs present at
Sahofika. One group is present in
the same territory as Group V.

Two new guides have been hired
to reinforce the tracking team of
©M. André, J. Hedegus, Houdin&Palenque, N. Randrianarijaona

She was given the name
“Voavonjy” which means “saved”
in Malagasy. In October, Voavonjy
was observed with a baby!

At Ambodimanga (the territory of
Group IV), our guides have solved
the problem by installing signs
forbidding dogs.

But these signs do not work
at Vohitrarivo. This is a

15

VOLET ENVIRONNEMENTAL
major problem that we must
absolutely solve next year. It is
in fact impossible to carry out
observation for several days after
an attack by dogs.

territory of Group I below a hill
where several species of frogs
cohabit over a few square metres.
Finally, Julia has begun to inventory
the birds.

The VOI also give responsibility to
the villagers and consolidate their
commitment to protecting the
lemurs.

We have tasked the GERP and the
NGO Impact to lead the overall
creation process of the 3 VOI
needed to cover the entire area of
the Bamboo Lemur Programme.

Inventory of Other Animals
Present
Julia Hegedus has begun the
inventory of the amphibians
and reptiles.
Among other things, we have
found an interesting spot on the

16

•

•

Attacks on Cultivation by Lemurs
Groups I, I’, II, II’ and III of greater
bamboo lemurs whose habitat is
the most degraded are regularly
observed in the paddy fields and
fields of sugar cane where they
provoke major damage.

We have been working for a long
time on solutions to solve these
conflicts between humans and
the lemurs. We are in the process
of finalising a poster explaining
how to chase the lemurs from the
crops (which will be distributed
in 2018) and we are working on
protection systems.

VOLET ENVIRONNEMENTAL

The VOI
In 2016, Helpsimus became
the supporting organization
for the creation of the VOI and
consequently the co-ordinator of
this project.
As a reminder, the VOI are village
associations to which the Forestry
Administration transfer the
management of natural resources.
The creation of these VOI is an
important step in the Bamboo
Lemur Programme. It gives a first
level of protection, not only to the
greater bamboo lemurs, but also
and especially to their habitat.

The first VOI was created in 2016.
It is the Miaradia VOI which covers
the territory of 6 of the 11 groups
of greater bamboo lemurs.
In 2017, we supported the
Work Plan (AWP) of the VOI by
supporting the activities explained
below, amongst others:
• the creation of a surveillance
group responsible for ensuring
the development plan is
observed (clearing, fire, etc…)
with positive results on the
number of clearings, which has
fallen;
• the creation of nurseries.
About twenty nurseries for
eucalyptus have been created
at Vohitrarivo, Vohimarina,
©D. Roullet, N. Randrianarijaona
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Volotara and Sahofika;
the improvement of
production techniques for
current crops (see Economic
Component);
the development of new
Revenue Generating Activities
(see Economic Component).

The second VOI (covering the
territory of the 3 groups at
Sahofika) is being created and
will be made official in 2018. The
creation of the 3rd VOI will also
begin in 2018.
The land where Groups I, I’ and III
are based belongs to an individual
from Fianarantsoa who has a
deed of ownership and so it has
not been possible to transfer the
management of the land.
In recent months (and since
the creation of the VOI), this
person has been demanding
a counterpart for the regular
incursion of our guides
responsible for tracking the
animals. We are being asked to
pay rent or to buy the land.
We plan to assess the area of the
land concerned and to work on
solving this problem.

©D. Roullet
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LAUNCH OF THE ECOVOLUNTEERING PROGRAMME
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The Vohitrarivo camp has been
renovated to accommodate the
first eco-volunteers under the best
conditions possible.
The kitchen has been renovated,
as well as the shelter that is
used as a refectory and the main
shelter-tent.
Two new shelter-tents have been
erected as well as a staircase
facilitating access to them.
A first eco-volunteer was thus
hosted on the site during the
month of October 2017.

18
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EDUCATIONAL COMPONENT
We work with 5 schools:
Sahofika, Vohitrarivo,
Ambodigoavy, Ambodimanga
and Ambohipo which are located
in the 5 fokontany involved in the
project.
In 2017, we supported the
indemnities for 5 new teachers:
1 at Ambodimanga to open a
CM2 class, 2 at Sahofika and 2
at Ambodigoavy to open two
kindergarten classes.
In total 12 teachers are now
supported by Helpsimus.

This year we distributed 650
school kits.

The children who passed their
end of primary school exam
were rewarded during the “Simus
Festival”.
In addition, we have granted our
first school bursary to a young boy
called Romain so that he can go to
secondary school.

20

Romain passed his end of primary
school exams two years ago. His
parents could not pay the fees
for secondary school, but Romain
returned regularly to the school
at Sahofika and on each of our
visits he recited a poem about
the greater bamboo lemur. This is
why we have decided to support
him. In return, he recited his poem
during the “Simus Festival”.

It will be used next year for the
teaching workshops that we are
currently preparing.

The school of Ambodigoavy
has created a sports club
– the Scorpions – to which
our Association has donated
equipment.

The School of Sahofika
Exchanges of letters between the
children of the Sahofika school
and the Maro Vidua school
continued this year.

We have also created a teaching
package comprising several
educational posters and a board
game on the theme of the greater
bamboo lemur the first tests of
which took place during October
at Sahofika.
Two other French schools have
begun to correspond with
the schools of Ambohipo and
Ambodigoavy. The French schools,
and/or associated institutions
such as the Zoo of Jurques, the
Zoo of Sanary-Bandol and the
Association Saho Vidua which
co-ordinates this project in
France, also help us financially and
support amongst other things,
the teachers’ indemnities, buying
school kits, etc…
©Helpsimus, D. Roullet

VOLET ÉDUCATION
The children of Maro Vidua have
organized a Malagasy festival at
Mervent during which the oldest
ones presented the “Miracle
School” an original play that they
have put on. The money raised
during the evening were allocated
to the school canteen of Sahofika.

The Schools of Ambodimanga
and Ambodigoavy
The new school building at
Ambodimanga, which we financed,
was inaugurated in April 2017.
This is the third school we have
built since the foundation of
Helpsimus and the first solid
construction.

The school canteen of Sahofika
(inaugurated in 2016), had a
positive impact on attendance at
the school during the lean period.

For the day, the children had
prepared songs and dances
during the official speeches of
the local authorities and the
programme stakeholders.

2017
ANNUAL REPORT

New latrines have also been built
in the schools of Ambodimanga
and Ambodigoavy.
Lastly, unfortunately our person in
charge of education, Haja has had
to leave after problems with the
villagers of Sahofika.

The interior of the two new
classrooms was decorated with
2 wall frescoes on the theme
of the Greater Bamboo Lemur
by Christian Menabe, a young
Malagasy painter with whom we
work regularly.
However, we had to make some
changes before it reopened
in November 2017 to improve
how it operates. Among these
adjustments, the cooks now
receive a daily payment.

©D. Roullet, F-G. Grandin
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5TH SIMUS FESTIVAL
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the festival – a real performance!

events are organized worldwide
to promote the
conservation of lemurs.
Helpsimus is
especially grateful
to the SECAS for its
support in organizing
this day.

Menabe working

The 5th edition of the Simus
Festival took place on 21
October 2017 at Sahofika.
Everyone involved with the
“Bamboo Lemur” Programme as
well as a large crowd from the
surrounding villages gathered at
the square in front of the village
school of Sahofika.
The traditional speeches of the
morning were accompanied by
a concert by a local group which
performed dances staging the life
of the greater bamboo lemurs
and demonstrations of “kilalaky”,
a typical dance of Madagascar on
which one of our guides as a real
expert.

Helpsimus took
advantage of the
occasion to reward
the pupils who had
passed their end of
primary school exams.
Shows on the theme of protecting
the greater bamboo lemurs
were developed by the pupils
of the schools of Sahofika and
Ambodigoavy. As for Romain, our
first bursary recipient, he read a
long poem inviting the lemurs to
be protected.
One of the teachers at Sahofika
had also written a poem about the

22

Romain reciting his poem

“Bamboo Lemur”
Programme which
was especially
successful!
The day finished with the dances
of the Helpsimus and National
Park team members, followed by a
mini-ball for the children.

After the traditional lunch to which
about a hundred people had been
invited, quiz games and a dance
competition delighted the children
who were present.

Helpsimus wanted the children
to be at the heart of this fifth
edition. A way of recalling the
importance of our commitment
for the education of children on
the site of the “Bamboo Lemur”
Programme.

Menabe, a talented artist created
two frescoes showing the lemurs
of the programme, one of which
was created directly on the day of

Finally, although the festival takes
place every year in October, it
forms part of the World Lemur
Festival during which several

©D. Roullet

©D. Roullet
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THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC COMPONENT
We have continued our
collaboration with the NGO
Impact the aims of which are:
• the improvement of existing
agricultural production
systems,
• the development of
new revenue generating
activities.
In all, 86 families participated this
year in the programme for the IPS
(“Improved Paddy field System”).
We have maintained the pilot
paddy field at Vohitrarivo which
now serves as a showcase with the
aim of continuing the show the
advantageous results of the IPS
and to maintain the participants’
motivation. Some in fact tend to
return to the old practices due
being discouraged or because
they know them better.
The development programme for
vegetable crops continued and
accelerated in 2017.
Training on cultivation of about
fifteen vegetables (supported by
follow-up), on means of fighting

24

against insects and on composting
was provided by our agronomists
in the villages of Volotora,
Vohimarina, Vohitrarivo and
Sahofika. Seeds and equipment
have been distributed. More than
a hundred families have benefitted
from this training and from our
support.

of managing this farm differently
with one of the two breeders who
is still very motivated. In addition,
contrary to what had been
planned, the pupils’ parents were
not able to feed the animals.

water. For the specific case of
the kitchen garden, the lack of
maintenance and destruction
by animals are added. We have
therefore issued a tender for the
construction of a fence around the
kitchen garden.
Twenty-one eucalyptus nurseries
were created in October in the
villages of Vohitrarivo, Ambohipo,
Ambodimanga, Volotara and
Vohimana. The first reforestation
campaigns will start in early 2018.

The fish programme restarted
slowly in 2017 with prospection for
new candidates and the project
for a pilot basin.

The kitchen garden of the Sahofika
School is also having difficulties
starting up. Despite some
encouraging results, the yield
remains very low due to lack of
maintenance and several thefts
have been recorded. In addition,
animals regularly visit.
However, the sale of the pigs
and of some produce from the
kitchen garden have allowed
the organization of economic
activity to begin on a small scale.
In particular, beans were planted
over 4000 m². So for now, we are
continuing to buy the vegetables
for the school canteen.

The raising of pigs for the school
canteen at Sahofika is still in the
running-in phase. Despite having
been vaccinated, the pigs died of
swine fever. It was still possible to
sell their meat. We are thinking

Moringa is still having difficulty
growing, especially in the kitchen
garden. The results are much
better on the land of the villagers
who have tested it. Generally,
the plants may not have enough

Despite participants’ satisfaction,
problems persist: the
management of water and the
fight against insects. Tender
offers have been drafted for the
construction of dams in order to
resolve the recurrent problem of
irrigation. The construction of a
first dam should begin in 2018.

THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC COMPONENT

©N. Randrianarijaona

in two training sessions on
the production of grains that
were delivered in October and
December by members of the
firm.
Although the quantities were
still anecdotal for this first time,
the quality of the grains and
the potentialities of the site are
encouraging.
We are waiting for the
assessments of the study to
continue the project.

Also in 2018, we will hire an
additional agronomist technician
to reinforce the IMPACT team and
who will stay permanently on the
Bamboo Lemur Programme site
to follow the various activities (SRI,
vegetable growing, kitchen garden,
breeding, etc.) and to ensure
continual support to the villagers.
Longoza Project
We have awarded the firm Label
CBD Consulting the task of starting
the Longoza project at Vohitrarivo.
Ten women have participated
©Palanque&Houdin, D. Roullet
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a tent shelter, the construction
of two new tent shelters and the
creation of a staircase.
In October, we hosted our first
eco-volunteer who spent 2 weeks
with the Helpsimus team and
participated in tracking group II
and the “Simus Festival” (her blog:
https://tinyurl.com/ydf3chcb)
EcoTourism: Group V was
confirmed as the subject of the
ecotourism project (short visits:
one or two days). This group
shares its territory with a family
of red-bellied lemurs. Two new
guides were hired to reinforce the
current team and to ensure daily
tracking of the animals (which was
not the case for Group V). This
tracking will thus allow the two
species to be habituated to the
regular presence of observers.
We have also set up a secondary
camp pat Sahofika: 1 tent shelter,
1 kitchen, 1 refectory, toilets and 1
shower.

Ecotourism Project
EcoVolunteering (via our
partner SAIGA): improvements
were made to the Vohitrarivo
camp, including the renovation
of the kitchen, the refectory and

Craftwork: in 2017, we worked on
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THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC COMPONENT
the creation of prototypes of craft
products.

THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC COMPONENT
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Finally, the footbridge giving
access to the village of Volotara
has been finished.

A French jewellery designer thus
created a bracelet using Job’stears (the seeds of a plant that is
found on the site of the Bamboo
Lemur Programme).
For 2018 we have scheduled
training for women in making this
bracelet.

Embroidery motifs have been
created by the naturalist artist
Marcello Pettineo.
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©N. Randrianarijaona, D. Roullet
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IN FRANCE...

Mulhouse Zoo
April 2017

Lyon Zoo
May 2017

NaturZoo of Mervent
May 2017

SECAS Conference, Saint-Mandé
December 2017

Touroparc
June 2017

Sanary-Bandol Zoo
May 2017

Festival of associations, culture and sports – Paris XIXe
September 2017

AND IN MADAGASCAR.

Jurques Zoo
July 2017
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Plaisance du Touch Zoo
July 2017

La Palmyre Zoo
July 2017

©F-G. Grandin, HLN, F. Perroux, Mulhouse Zoo, Sanary Zoo, Touroparc

International Biodiversity Day
May 2017

©F-G. Grandin, N. Randrianarijaona

World Environment Day
June 2017
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HELPSIMUS NEWS
Helpsimus at the Congress of the
EAZA and at the first conference
of the Société de Primatologie
Malgache
A method for identifying the
greater bamboo lemurs has
been developed and tested
by Marlyine André on the
Bamboo Lemur Programme
site. This work was presented
in the form of posters during
the annual meeting of the
European Association of Zoos
and Aquaria, held at Emmen in
the Netherlands in September
2017.
The method developed by M.
André consists of:
•

spotting an individual,
determining its sex and
approximate age

•

distinguishing permanent
distinctive marks (eg: damaged
eye, shortened tail…) and
nothing them on a dashboard

•

photographing the individual
and noting its number on the
dashboard

•

noting all the physical
characteristics observed

30

•

adding to the dashboard any
other useful information on
the animal (presence of a baby,
its estimated age, observation
of mating, hierarchical rank…).

After these observations have
been made, an individual
identification file is created and
added to the database. Additional
information is then added
following observation on site.
This poster was also presented
at the first conference of the
Société de Primatologie Malgache
which was held at Tamatave in
December 2017.

A second poster displayed during
this these two international
meetings took stock of the
tracking of Greater Bamboo
Lemurs on the site of the Bamboo
Lemur Programme in the past 8
years.

ANNUAL REPORT

Exhibition in an art gallery
during the Festival of Solidarity
of the 19th arrondissement of
Paris
The festival took place from 16
November to 3 December 2017.
Helpsimus created an exhibition
(photos, pictures, and objects)
in association with the
Galerie Louchard (Paris, 19th
arrondissement) and with the
support of 5 artists: three painters,
Floriane Lisowski, Marion Moulin
and Christian Menabe and two
wildlife photographers FrançoisGilles Grandin and Sébastien
Meys.

©F. Perroux, N. Randrianarijaona

Filming of the documentary
“They are Changing the World”
A film crew from the production
company Bo Travail of the
channels Ushuaia TV and Elle Girl
TV visited the site of the Bamboo
Lemur Programme where it filmed
the activities of Helpsimus.

Articles Published
- Sciences et Avenir
- Courrier de la Nature

This documentary has been made
in partnership with the Fondation
Yves Rocher under the aegis of the
Fondation de France.

31

2017 PARTNERS

2017
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Recettes/Dépenses
depuis
2010
INCOME
/ EXPENDITURE
FROM
2010
100000
90000
80000

The increase in income is linked not only to the

70000

displacement of the boundaries of the Bamboo
Lemur Program site and therefore to the expansion

60000

of Helpsimus’ intervention area since 2010, but also

50000

to the development of actions for the preservation

40000

of the population of greater bamboo lemurs:

30000

creation of the VOIs, development aid, education

20000

etc...

10000
0

2010

2011

2012

2013
Recettes
Income

2014

2015

2016

2017

Dépenses
Expenditure

Recettes en 2017 INCOME IN 2017
1% 2% 1%

European zoos are the historical and most important contributors to
Helpsimus.

18%

The largest amount of finance comes from Man&Nature and from SOS – Save

44%

Our Species.
34%

The number of (individual) members has remained stable for several years and
is around 50. Some have supported Helpsimus since its foundation.

Zoological
Parks (ZP)
& Associations/Foundations/NGOs
to ZP
Parcs Zoologiques
(PZ)
& Associations/Fondations/ONGsconnected
liées au PZ
NGOs/Associations
including
Man&Nature
and
SOS Lemursto ZP
ONG/Associations dont
Man&Nature
et SOS
Lemurs
Private
Donations
Don particuliers
Subscriptions
Cotisations
Sales
Ventes

EXPENDITURE IN 2017
Dépenses en 2017

2%

The entire budget of Helpsimus (excluding operating expenses) is allocated to the Bamboo

1%

Lemur Programme (BLP).

5%

The BLP category includes indemnities for the local Helpsius team as well as all the activities pursued
42%

50%

on the BLP site (works, organization of the Simus Festival, etc…).
Delphine Roullet, the president of Helpsimus, carries out two monitoring trips of one month every
year.* In 2017, we obtained financing from a zoo to support the costs for M. André’s second trip
which allowed her to attend the first conference of the Société de Primatologie Malgache.

Saho Vidua

Programme
Bamboo
Lemur (PBL) (BLP)
Bamboo
Lemur
Programme

Malagasy
BLP:
Impact/GERP
& Label
Partenaires Partners
malgachesfor
sur the
le PBL
: Impact/GERP
& Label
Teaching
Tools (Europe
Outils pédagogiques
(Europe&&Madagascar)
Madagascar)
Expenses
(D. Roullet
& M.
André)
Frais de mission
(D. Roullet
& M.
André)
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And the members
of Helpsimus!

Operating
Experneses(banque
(bank & assurance)
insurance)
Frais de fonctionnement

*2017 is the first year the expenses for D. Roullet have appeared following her resignation from her job to
concentrate fully on the development of Helpsimus.
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24 rue Archereau
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79019 PARIS
contact@helpsimus.org
www.helpsimus.org
©S. Meys

