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Red-ruffed lemur reintroduction project 
in Farankaraina forest: a picture story!
Below some pictures of the field mission 
conducted by the researchers of the GERP 
(Groupe d’Etude et de Recherche sur les Primates 
de Madagascar) in early spring to assess the 
feasibility of red-ruffed lemur releases in 
Farankaraina forest. They carried out a lemur 
inventory and analysed the different plants they 
eat. As you see, there are ongoing threats on 
red-ruffed lemur habitat in Ambolohosy (near 
Masoala NP) and funds are needed to complete 
the study. 
To support the project, contact Delphine Roullet: 
droullet.primatologue@gmail.com

End-of-semester evaluation for the 
Bandar Baru environmental school
The school year has ended in Bandar Baru 
where the Kukang Rescue Program established 
its rescue and rehabilitation centre for slow 
lorises.

All the children of the environmental school are 
taught English twice a week and environmental 
issues once a week. At the end of the year, they 
received a written evaluation of their English 
language proficiency and as well as a written 
assessment of their environmental knowledge 
level.

Editorial
Announcement: EAZA conference at 
the door!

This year’s EAZA annual conference will 
take place in Emmen, the Netherlands 
from 19. - 23. September. 
The Prosimian TAG will have two 
meetings – the “working meeting” 
for TAG members on Thursday, 21. 
September, 14.00 h – 16.00 h, and 
the “open meeting” with reports and 
presentations on Friday, 22. September, 
11.00 h – 13.00 h. (Note that the 
annual meeting of AEECL is scheduled 
for Friday, 22. September, 8.30 h – 
10.30 h.)

A main topic of the open meeting will 
be the “new” EEP for Black-and-white 
ruffed lemurs which will certainly be of 
interest for the many holders of Ruffed 
lemurs.

Topics for the “working meeting” 
(Guests –with prior announcement are 
welcome) will be “defining roles and 
goals for Prosimian EEPs” as the basis 
for revision of the Regional Collection 
Plan. We will also summarize the 
cooperation with ex situ facilities in 
Madagascar.

We are looking forward to meet most if 
not all TAG members at these occasions 
and will appreciate active involvement 
and contributions from interested 
colleagues!

Achim Johann
EAZA Prosimian TAG chair
ajohann@naturzoo.de

Florence Perroux
EAZA Prosimian TAG Education manager
florence.p@zoo-palmyre.fr

in situ conservation

Panoramic view of Farankaraina forest

Establishing the transect lines

Degraded forest in red-ruffed lemur habitat in Ambolohosy

Eulemur albifrons in Farankaraina forest

Phenological study in Farankaraina forest

Illegal logging in red-ruffed lemur habitat in Ambolohosy



in situ conservation

Best students were awarded special prizes in 
the presence of their family and the teachers 
Novitasari Br Bangun (Public awareness 
coordinator of the KRP) and her two 
assistants Sifa and Yanty. 

The school, which also received new tables 
and equipment, is mostly supported by 
Liberec Zoo together with the main partners 
of the KRP: Ostrava and Olomouc Zoos. 
Congratulations to all the students!

Wanna enjoy a 360°virtual tour of the 
Kukang Rescue Program rehabilitation 
centre? Just follow the link and move your 
mouse to look around:
https://tinyurl.com/ybjarghr

A fourth species of lemur 
identified by Helpsimus on the 
Bamboo Lemur program site
Evidence for the presence of a fourth 
species of lemur on Helpsimus’ study area 
has just been brought from the field! It has 
long been known that a second species of 
bamboo lemur lives on the Bamboo Lemur 
program site but Helpsimus didn’t manage 
to take any picture until now! It is very likely 
a Ranomafana bamboo lemur (Hapalemur 
griseus ranomafanensis).

That brings the number of lemur species 

living on Helpsimus’ study area to four: the 
greater bamboo lemur (Prolemur simus), 
the Ranomafana bamboo lemur (Hapalemur 
griseus ranomafanensis), the
red-bellied lemur (Eulemur rubriventer) and 
the Peyriéras’ wolly lemur (Avahi peyrierasi).

AEECL second quarterly report 
available
The report on AEECL activities from April to 
June 2017 is available for download here:
https://tinyurl.com/yaxfm9ng

Malagasy Primatological 
Society inaugural Congress
GERP Madagascar is launching the 
Malagasy Primatological Society 
Congress. It will take place at the ISSED 
Barikadimy Toamasina from December 
13 to 16, 2017. The theme is «Valuing 
the achievements on lemur conservation 
and research in Madagascar». It aims to 
create opportunities for primatologists 
to present and share their experiences 
on lemur conservation as well as to 
update the distribution and habitat 
status of lemurs in order to improve 
decision-making in conservation. 
Useful contacts: Pr. Jonah Ratsimbazafy, 
Jonah@gerp-mg.org

News from zoos
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Environmental school - Kukang Rescue Program

Prices awarded to the best students

New breeding pair of crowned 
sifakas at Besançon Zoo
Raozy, a 3 year-old female crowned 
sifaka born at Apenheul Primate 
Park was recently transferred to the 
Citadelle of Besançon as part of a 
recommendation from the European 
Breeding Program for the species.

There she met Eridan, a male born in 
Paris Zoo and hosted in Besançon since 
2015. The day of her arrival, Raozy 
was put in a cage contiguous to that 
of Eridan. The keepers immediately 

observed positive reactions from the two 
individuals who gently approached each 
other through the mesh.

The direct contact took place on the 
following morning: as soon as the hatch 
was opened between the cages, the 
sifakas showed affiliative behaviors and 
stood side by side.

All the staff is delighted by these 
promising debuts! 

World first: birth of a diademed 
sifaka in Vakona Forest Lodge, 
Madagascar
The female Voahirana gave birth to a 
healthy baby on June 29. The father 
Elliot arrived at the park when he was a 
juvenile orphan. 

The baby, named Caramel, is a male. This 
is the very first birth in captivity for this 
species!

Eridan & Raozy, Besançon Zoo



Sorja has passed away

«Sorja was a female greater bamboo 
lemur born on May 8, 2000 at Paris Zoo. 
Her mother had abandoned her just 
after the delivery, something I have 
rarely seen within the captive population 
of this species. However, this may 
happen if a female gives birth while 
there is another breeding female in the 
group. That was the case within Sorja’s 
group as two females, of which Sorja’s 
mother, were breeding. Thus Sorja was 
raised by hand. 

Then she was introduced to a male 
named Nounzo before being transferred 
to Besancon where she lived all her life. 
She died on April 4, 2017 at the age of 
17 years old. 

At Besancon Sorja successfully raised 4 
babies from 3 different males. As she 
was the best breeder of the captive 
population, in 2010 I decided to pair 
her with Raphael, a male representing 
a new bloodline for the European 
captive population born at Ivoloina, 
Madagascar to ensure that we would 
get descendants from him in the 
very short term. Both gave birth to a 
daughter named Hajao who is currently 
successfully raising her first baby at Lyon 
Zoo!

Sorja was a very special individual: she 
is the first and only one at the moment 
hand-reared greater bamboo lemur. 
Despite being hand-reared, she had been 
a wonderful mother and a significant 
contributor to the captive breeding 
program and to the conservation of the 
species. 

She also had a strong personality. She 
was quite small but plump, and her jaw 
was a bit crooked. She used to suck the 
tip of her tail. She was unique but she 
and the other captive greater bamboo 
lemurs have engaged European zoos in 

the conservation of this species and led 
to the creation of Helpsimus.

On a personal level, Sorja has been an 
amazing professor. She taught me a lot 
about greater bamboo lemurs’ biology 
and behaviour. My experience of assisted 
rearing with her and the mistakes I 
have made led me to rethink hand-
rearing. It resulted in the elaboration of 
a specific hand-rearing protocol that we 
successfully set up in Paris Zoo for the 
crowned sifakas. 

We may sometimes forget the 
importance of individuals in our 
breeding programs and conservation 
projects. But individuals of this kind, 
which play a key role in our life, remind 
us that each animal is special and 
invaluable.

Sorja’s death is a deep loss for the 
greater bamboo lemur captive breeding 
program. She will remain in my memory 
as an essential contributor to the 
conservation of its species and one of 
my best lemurs’ encounter in my whole 
life.»

Delphine Roullet
Prosimian TAG Vice-Chair

Greater bamboo lemur EEP coordinator

Update about the Bengal slow 
lorises imported to UK
Nic Dunn, the ESB coordinator for 

Nycticebus bengalensis and Nycticebus 
coucang has sent us the following 
information: «The 6 lorises rescued from 
Hong-Kong are all paired-up! Mating was 
observed and perhaps even 2 pregnant 
females already!».

This is a very good news for the species 
recently reclassified as Endangered by 
the IUCN Red List.

New African nocturnal exhibit in 
Ostrava Zoo

Ostrava Zoo’s former Pachyderm building 
has been rebuilt to now host smaller 
species. Among them, two species of 
prosimians: the northern greater galago 
(Otolemur garnettii) and the Senegal 
bushbaby (Galago senegalensis).

The new exhibit, called “Night 
Tanganyika”, seems to be suited for 
these species as the zoo already 
recorded the birth of four Senegal 
bushbabies. Cameras have been put 
inside nest boxes allowing the keepers to 
observe the neonates and the behavior 
of the animals. More information about this 
new exhibit and also video footage is avalaible 
from Frantisek Pribrsky: pribrsky.f@gmail.com

Sorja, 2 months old 

Sorja and her baby

News from zoos

New exhibit 

Camera view on the newborn galago with mum

Otolemur garnettii feeding



zoos for zoos for lemurs

Some news about Mozart 
Reminder: the mongoose lemur Mozart 
was transferred from Europe to Lemurs’ 
Park in Madagascar last spring. 

After one month spent inside a cage 
with his new mate Elita and her son, 
Mozart has been released in the park. At 
first, only Elita joined him. While Mozart 
remained in a relatively limited area of 
the park, Elita has resumed her habits 
and moved over a larger area. 

When Elita’s son joined his mother and 
Mozart a few days later, it happened 
what was expected: the pair became 
less close and Elita started to show 
aggressive behavior towards Mozart 
during feedings. The staff then decided 
to move Elita’s son to the other side of 
the park, in order to reinforce the bonds 
within the pair. 

For now, one could say that Mozart has 
adjusted well to his new environment 
even if he doesn’t explore it a lot. 

Relationships with Elita are not thriving 
yet but hopefully should improve in the 
future.

Collaboration agreement 
between the red-ruffed lemur 
EEP and Vakona Forest Lodge
A collaboration agreement has been 
signed between the red-ruffed lemur EEP 
and Vakona Forest Lodge in Madagascar. 
It aims to facilitate the transfer of a red-
ruffed pair from Europe to the Malagasy 
institution. This pair will be the second 
one transferred to Madagascar with 
the goal of creating a captive breeding 
program for the species and proceed to 
future reintroductions.

The animals will be donated to 
Madagascar, as this has already been 
the case for the first pair transferred to 
Lemuria Land in August 2016. The EEP 
coordinator is currently identifying the 
animals that should be sent to Vakona 
Forest Lodge. The transfer is scheduled 
for April 2018 after a quarantine period 
in Paris Zoo.

The Transponder Project
One of the TAG’s ambitions is 
strengthening bonds with ex situ 
facilities in Madagascar. Delphine Roullet 
is leading communication with primary 
goals to improve the quality of the 
husbandry of the lemurs kept there and 
to introduce a basic understanding of 
cooperative breeding-programmes. 

Identifying and registration of the 
lemurs kept there is regarded of utmost 
importance and also recommended 
by MEEMF. Transponders and readers 
are therefore essential. From EAZA 
zoos’ donations such equipment got 
purchased and put in use in several 
parks, also in Park Tsimbazaza in 
Antananarivo. The primate-curator 
there, Roger,  sent a report on the 
identification of the lemurs thanks to our 
donation. 

He put transponders on 62 lemurs 

which represents 40% of the collection, 
among them 14 red-bellied lemurs and 
8 crowned lemurs. This is also the first 
step for a more practical and hopefully 
future-directed cooperation between the 
TAG and EEPs and Parc Tsimbazaza.

News about Rebecca and Ikoto
Maryline André, a former keeper of Paris 
Zoo, spent several weeks in Lemuria 
Land facilities to establish a plan for 
monitoring the weight of all the lemurs 
and to create an identification sheet for 
each individual. 

Maryline also checked that Ikoto and 
Rebecca were adapting properly. 
The two red-ruffed lemurs are doing well 
and have now access to a second island 
(see the picture below). 
Maryline helped the local team to set 
up a nest box on one island, in case the 
female is pregnant.

Mozart and Elita

Marylin André observing the behaviour of the pair

Red-bellied lemurs in Tsimbazaza

Crowned lemurs in Tsimbazaza

Rebecca and Ikoto have now access to a second island

Weight monitoring of Rebecca and Ikoto
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Prosimians in the Mix
Ring-tailed lemurs down by 95 percent? 
Maybe not.

There are recent articles in renowned 
scientific journals stating a dramatic 
decline of the wild population of Ring-
tailed lemurs. (Gould, L., & Sauther, M. L. 
(2016). Going, going, gone… Is the iconic 
ring-tailed lemur (Lemur catta) headed 
for imminent extirpation? Primate 
Conservation, 30, 89–101.
LaFleur, M., Clarke, T. A., Reuter, K., & 
Schaeffer, T. (2017). Rapid decrease in 
populations of wild ring-tailed lemurs 
(Lemur catta) in Madagascar. Folia 
Primatologica, 87, 320–330.)

The TAG’s newsletter linked to these 
articles and we also gave mention during 
the TAG meeting at last year’s EAZA 
annual conference.

Now an article in the recent edition 
of the “International Journal of 
Primatology” puts a new light on this 
topic. “Recent Estimates of Ring-Tailed 
Lemur (Lemur catta) Population Declines 
are Methodologically Flawed and 
Misleading” https://link.springer.com/
article/10.1007/s10764-017-9967-8 
expresses doubt on the full validity of 
the data and applied methods to gain 
these data on which the aforementioned 
articles are based.

On a personal note: we are all aware that 
ALL lemurs – and also a considerable 
number of non-Madagascan prosimian-
taxa - are endangered (by general 
term, not following the IUCN Red List 
categories), and conservation action 
– as well in situ and also ex situ - is 
essential to maintain a level of species 
diversity for the future. However, we 

must be careful to “jump on” any 
news highlighting priorities and call for 
immediate action and revision of action 
plans etc.  - as shown by this case on 
population estimates for Ring-tailed 
lemurs. 

Nevertheless, Ring-tailed lemurs and 
the breeding-programme are of utmost 
significance for the TAG and the zoos. 
The situation for this most charismatic 
lemur is bleak – no matter if there are 
2,000 or 20,000 individuals left “in the 
wild”. (Re-)defining role and goals for 
this (for now) ESB is on top-priority for 
the TAG to work on. 

Achim Johann
Chair of EAZA Prosimian TAG 

Prosimians with #hashtags
While browsing on Instagram I came 
across a huge number of sad and 
worrying photos under #slowloris. If 
there is still any need for evidence of the 
extent of use of Slow lorises as photo 
props and the cruelty connected to this, 
here you get it.  

While there are a lot of “Likes” given to 
these photos there are also some serious 

remarks mentioning how these animals 
were caught, treated and that their 
perspective for life is bleak – to black.

Maybe we all can spend a spare hour in 
the evening (we all enjoy the luxury of 
ample free time to sit on the couch and 
switch through media-channels, don’t 
we?) and post comments to the photos, 
too. Write a little statement like:  
“You won’t have known better, but the 
Slow loris on the photo is suffering from 
cruelty. Slow loris are now endangered 
because of the trade for pets. They 
require specialized care and make no 
pets at all. You are doing best for these 
primates by ignoring the offer for taking 
photos and for purchasing as pets.” 
And then: copy and paste this statement 
under the respective photo. Share this 
note, please!

MIXED NEWS AND LINKS


